Introduction
Imprinted genes are often found to cluster in particular chromosomal regions and form imprinted domains (Zemel et al. 1992) , although the significance of their clustering in the imprinting mechanism remains to be revealed. In the mouse and the human, there are at least two major imprinted domains. One is the human chromosome 11p15.5 region, where the imprinted genes H19, IGF2, KVLQT1, p57 KIP2 , and others are located (Zhang and Tycko 1992 , Jinno et al. 1995 , Giannoukakis et al. 1993 , Lee et al. 1997 , Matsuoka et al. 1996 . We isolated a novel gene (PEN11B) which was localized to 11p15.5, using a repetitive sequence consisting of pentanucleotide elements found in the human H19 enhancer region (GenBank Accession No. AF020089).
In order to analyze the allelic expression of the gene, we found a HhaI/BstUI restriction fragment length polymorphism (RFLP) in its 3Ј untranslated region (UTR). Mendelian inheritance. Codominant segregation was observed in three two-generation families.
Chromosomal localization. The gene was assigned to 11p15.5 by fluorescence in situ hybridization. 
